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XXI -- THE GOOD STEWARD

There are two forms of steward.  The first is one who cares for the Earth in

the name of the Creator.  Other secular stewards abound, their works are

earthly and honorable, but those who work through faith recognize

stewardship’s blessings at the universal level.  The identity of the Good

Steward, who is overseer of mankind and all creation, is referred to in this Old

Covenant verse:

‘Who has gone up to heaven and come down?  Who has gathered up the
wind in the hollow of his hands?  Who has wrapped up the waters in his
cloak?  Who has established all the ends of the earth?  What is his name,
and the name of his son?  Tell me if you know!’  (Proverbs 30:4, NIV,
emphasis added)

The Creator’s Good Steward, as you may have guessed, is the Messiah.  In

biblical terms he is the son of God, born on the Earth, and has gone up to

Heaven.35  He promises to return, come down, again.  Remembering an earlier

window view, I know that God created at least one partner in Eternity Past.

The plurality of Elohim conveys the Creator’s singularity acting with plurality.

Eternity Past was Messiah’s origin, as reflected in Proverbs:

‘The LORD brought me forth as the first of his works, before his deeds of old;
I was appointed from eternity, from the beginning, before the world began.
When there were no oceans, I was given birth, when there were no springs
abounding with water;  before the mountains were settled in place, before
the hills, I was given birth,  before he made the earth or its fields or any of
the dust of the world.  I was there when he set the heavens in place, when he
marked out the horizon on the face of the deep,  when he established the
clouds above and fixed securely the fountains of the deep,  when he gave the
sea its boundary so the waters would not overstep his command, and when
he marked out the foundations of the earth.  Then I was the craftsman at his
side. I was filled with delight day after day, rejoicing always in his presence,
rejoicing in his whole world and delighting in mankind.’  Proverbs (8:22-31,
NIV)

                                    
35  Son: see Psalm  2: 12 and Proverbs 30: 2-4.
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The Messianic person is one who observes and participates in creation.  He

is the foundation by which everything is bound together:

‘For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers.
All things were created through Him and for Him.’  (Colossians 1:16, NKJV).

In one verse—visible and invisible—one finds human nature and God’s nature,

matter and antimatter, light matter and dark matter, the physical Universe and

what is unseen.

‘He existed before all things, and he holds everything together.’  (Colossians
1:17, JNT)

And things are ‘together’ because antimatter has not fully annihilated matter.

Who is the driving force that separates these components to sustain this

present physical cosmos?

‘In days gone by, God spoke in many and varied ways to the Fathers through
the prophets.  But now, in the acharit-hayamim, he has spoken to us
through his Son, to whom he has given ownership of everything and through
whom he created the universe.  This Son is the radiance of the Sh’khinah, the
very expression of God’s essence, upholding all that exists by his powerful
word; and after he had, through himself, made purification for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of HaG’dulah BaM’romim.’  (Messianic Jews
(Hebrews) 1:1-3, JNT; acharit-hayamin: End Times; Sh’khinah: God’s manifest
glory; HaG’dulah BaM’romim: the Power Above)

The object of all creation is purification.  Sin does not enter eternity future.

The one providing a way to remove sin is the Creator.  Thus, the Universe is a

temporal stage and proving ground.  Once sin is conquered only God’s power

remains.  In the end, God-natural physics extrudes spiritual matters from

physical matter.

Messiah Presents an Example

Jesus is one facet of God’s triune presence.  His Messianic appearance

serves as the interface humans witness directly.  In a human’s form, he
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demonstrated sinless life (Hebrews 4: 15).  This was God’s presence in the form

of an individual living within the Creator’s reality—experiencing the creation

product itself—seeing what I see, as any human could understand this

experience.  This sounds like a script taken from The Twilight Zone.  But, as

the prophet says, God’s arm ‘reaches in’ to work in the world (Isaiah 40: 10

and 52: 10).  If this illustration helps, you have a means to absorb the

incredible nature of this presentation of God.

Jesus lived according to the Law as an example for Jewish people—and

ultimately for everyone if they choose to listen.  He offers humanity, all

persons, all nations, a choice between earthly life and his grace, heavenly laws,

and eternal life.  Choosing him and his grace releases all condemnation for

those who fail the Law.  This principle was established by his sacrifice.  The

crucifixion event was not an accident but an offer of atonement presented by

the Good Steward.

God is often pictured as One humans cannot see.  I view this as God who

lives within the multi-dimensional symmetry that ultimately supersedes this

earthly, ‘asymmetric,’ experience.  When in the Tabernacle or in the Temple’s

innermost holy place—the Holy of Holies—God occupies a cloud, which by

tradition was only approached once each year by Israel’s high priest (Exodus

40: 34, Ezekiel 10).  The Divine glory of God—the Sh’khinah—historically

present with the people of Israel, is only one facet of the Creator’s universal,

triune, presence.  But in this form humans are separated from God’s reality.

His being is God-natural, of other dimensions, and thus:

‘...he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.”
(Exodus 33:20, NIV)
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Jesus lived among people as the second facet of this triunity.  This was a

truly face-to-face reality.  And when he departed, God’s Holy Spirit—in Hebrew

the Ruach HaKodesh—entered the hearts of believers to complete God’s

intimate relationship with those who then and now choose Him.  As noted

before, God’s plurality—ultimately a triunity—is echoed in the meaning of

Elohim and HaAdonai Echad.

‘Come near to Me, hear this: I have not spoken in secret from the beginning;
From the time that it was, I was there.  And now the Lord GOD and His Spirit
Have sent Me.’  (Isaiah 48:16, NKJV)

The importance of the unity theme extends from God to man and to the

dominion humanity has over the earth.  The Good Steward first comes to

instruct, direct, and inform.  His parables include the story of Earth described

as a vineyard.  Through this analogy, Jesus lays out the universal stage where

God and man interact.

The Vineyard

‘“Now listen to another parable.  There was a farmer who planted a vineyard.
He put a wall around it, dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower; then
he rented it to tenants and left.  When the harvest-time came, he sent his
servants to the tenants to collect his share of the crop.  But the tenants seized
his servants—this one they beat up, that one they killed, another they stoned.
So he sent some other servants, more than the first group, and they did the
same to them.  Finally, he sent them his son, saying,  ‘My son they will
respect.’  But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is
the heir.  Come, let's kill him and take his inheritance!’  So they grabbed him,
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.  Now when the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?"  They answered him, "He
will viciously destroy those vicious men and rent to other tenants who will
give him his share of the crop when it’s due."  (Mattityahu (Matthew) 21:33-
41, JNT)

The Earth is the vineyard, the servants are the Lord’s prophets, and his son

is the Messiah.  The garden setting is not of human making, nor is this place

owned by humanity.  The tenants, human stewards, are left to tend the

vineyard—but they fail.  A sinful nature distorts their reality.  Within the limits
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of the Earth, humans have attempted to control circumstances—refusing

truth—to the point of persecuting and killing the Master’s servants (prophets)

and his son (Messiah).  Ironically, killing the son is an attempt to possess

physical reality.  This is the Adversary’s desire and ambition.  The point of the

creation exercise is lost to the wretched.  Once they are removed by God’s

judgment, new tenants occupy the vineyard, which is a reference to a future

Messianic Kingdom—the Millennial Kingdom—described later.  At present,

humanity is distracted by and absorbed in the reality of the vineyard.  This is

evident in global change.  Humanity is left in the absence of the Master, clearly

indicating another reality exists outside the immediate physical environs.  When

judgment comes, the earth shakes, the sky grows dim, and only then do the

vineyard’s inhabitants look beyond the outer fence.  The revelation process,

with all its supernatural events is final notice and the stewardship game ends

with the Master’s return.

The disobedience of the wretched comes first by not hearing God’s

message—simply turning a deaf ear to the reality of the life experience itself.

The system of the wretched will collapse and the vineyard itself is made

available for those who listen, understand, and work as good stewards through

faith and knowledge.  The missing message, in the secular realm, comes with

missing the purpose of humanity’s dominion over the Earth.  The user manual

instructs the reader to orient himself to God’s purposes.  Thus, human

dominion is linked to a steward’s role—maintenance and channeling of energy

and activities—that reveals and recognizes God’s presence.  Self-indulgent,

materialistic, and earthly humans miss the intended life experience.  Mankind

transcends nothing in this way, and as crises now threaten the vineyard, short-

sighted panic leads secular specialists to ask how ‘WE’ might FIX IT.
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The Good Steward presented himself to orient the human focus.  Clearly,

even today, the message is overlooked, in spite of the Creator’s best efforts to

enter stage right, to climb the Mount of Olives, and deliver the key oration at

center stage (Matthew 24: 1 to 25: 46—i.e., Olivet discourse).  Much of the

audience still sleeps, even when the biblical script is printed in most every

language, and is absolutely a best seller—world-wide!

Jewish Roots & The Law

Jesus, a Torah abiding Jew, spoke to the Jewish people in terms of the Law.

The Law in itself establishes order, discipline, and through its stewardship

guidance preserves all who follow its ordinances.  Messiah came briefly, but

the Law remains today... to the attention of every Jew and even the Gentiles:

‘In the same way, let your light shine before people, so that they may see the
good things you do and praise your Father in heaven.  "Don’t think that I
have come to abolish the Torah or the Prophets.  I have come not to abolish
but to complete.  Yes indeed!  I tell you that until heaven and earth pass
away, not so much as a yud or stroke will pass from the Torah—not until
everything that must happen has happened.  So whoever disobeys the least of
these mitzvot and teaches others to do so will be called the least in the
Kingdom of Heaven.  But whoever obeys them and so teaches will be called
great in the Kingdom of Heaven.  For I tell you that unless your righteousness
is far greater than that of the Torah-teachers and P’rushim, you will certainly
not enter the Kingdom of Heaven.’  (Mattityahu 5:16-20, JNT; mitzvot:
commandments; Torah: Law; P’rushim: Pharisees; yud: smallest letter in the
Hebrew alphabet)

Part of the fulfillment of the prophets is accomplished in grace given to

those who accept the Messiah in their heart.  This action assures salvation

through times ahead.  Grace oversteps condemnation, but does not excuse the

Law, nor relieve any individual from keeping the covenants.  Jesus reminds us,

the guidance of the Law itself, its principles, are simply summarized by two

commandments described in the Old and New Covenants.  The second is:

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  (Mark 12:31, Leviticus 19:18, NIV)
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The greatest commandment, as identified by the Messiah himself, is:

‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your strength.’  (Mark 12:30, Deuteronomy 6:5, NIV)

Jesus says: “There is no commandment greater than these.”  That about

sums it all up.  Stewardship requires heart, soul, mind, and strength.  To love

God is to love all creation.  Where humans are reminded of their imperfection,

they are also told of God’s love in return.

‘For just as through the disobedience of the one man, many were made
sinners, so also through the obedience of the other man, many will be made
righteous.  And the Torah came into the picture so that the offense would
proliferate; but where sin proliferated, grace proliferated even more.  All this
happened so that just as sin ruled by means of death, so also grace might rule
through causing people to be considered righteous, so that they might have
eternal life through Yeshua the Messiah, our Lord.’  (Romans 5:19-21; JNT;
emphasis added; ‘one man’: Adam, ‘other man’: Messiah)

The Law reminds us what sin is, and ever since the Jewish Messiah’s

physical presence, this instruction directs us to the source of grace, salvation,

and redemption.

The Shepherd Steward

The Good Steward is a caretaker who, like a shepherd, knows every

member of his flock is important.  The creation process is equitable, no human

is more or less valuable.  The shepherd leaves the entire flock to seek the stray:

‘“If one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them, doesn’t he leave
the 99 in the desert and go after the lost one until he finds it?  When he does
find it, he joyfully hoists it onto his shoulders; and when he gets home, he
calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Come, celebrate with me,
because I have found my lost sheep!’  I tell you that in the same way, there
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who turns to God from his sins
than over 99 righteous people who have no need to repent.”’  (Luke 15:4-7,
JNT)
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The real challenge put to humanity is to see the shepherd and follow him.  He

knows everyone by name, as does any shepherd who knows his flock:

‘This is the one the gatekeeper admits, and the sheep hear his voice.  He calls
his own sheep, each one by name, and leads them out.’  (Yochanan (John)
10:3, JNT)

Sheep are meek followers.  But, does this characterization mean blind,

mindless, acceptance?  Listening is required.  The follower must think, discern,

and understand.  Faith is not blind if it has ears.  When does one start to hear

the shepherd’s call?

‘At that moment the talmidim came to Yeshua and asked, "Who is the
greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven?"  He called a little child to him, stood
him among them, and said: "Yes!  I tell you that unless you change and
become like little children, you won’t even enter the Kingdom of Heaven.  So
the greatest in the Kingdom is whoever makes himself as humble as this
child.’  (Mattityahu 18:1-4, JNT, emphasis added; talmidim: disciples)

Becoming a child is critical to dispensing with the human propensity to put

itself at the intellectual center of the Universe.  Human wisdom, according to

the Scriptures, is always confounded by its own contradictions.  To think anew

means walking in the woods as the child and not the parent.  Only then are

mystical questions undone by the larger reality residing within the Universe.

Ask a scientist when his greatest discoveries come and you’ll encounter the

intellectual wonder of a child’s free thinking.  The uninhibited mind, in its

special eccentricity, is unencumbered by peer pressures, and asks no naive

question, no matter the nature of inquiry, every one is important.

Loving Steward

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only and unique Son, so
everyone who trusts in him may have eternal life, instead of being utterly
destroyed.’  (Yochanan 3:16, JNT)

‘God put Yeshua forward as the kapparah for sin through his faithfulness in
respect to his bloody sacrificial death.  This vindicated God’s righteousness;
because in his forbearance, he had passed over, [with neither punishment nor
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remission] the sins people had committed in the past;’  (Romans 3:25, JNT;
kapparah: atonement, propitiation)

Yeshua-Jesus paid a price for your benefit.  Today many Jews are faced with

accusations that the Jews killed Jesus.  What is the point?  Roman hands

hanged a man on the tree to die.  A sinister, adversarial, nature caused

ignorance to mock him as the ‘King of the Jews’—but the mockery was truth

(Matthew 27: 37).  Do the accusers forget that Messiah died so he could

demonstrate life after death?  Think about it!  Actors filled the stage,

conducted their business, and played out God’s script for a demonstration

freeing humanity from sin’s consequence.  Death was followed by resurrection

life, not blame.

The crucifixion is the act of ultimate sacrifice and thus the ultimate sign of

the Steward’s love.  What more can a Heavenly Father give but that which is

most precious.  Is it not horrific enough that Isaac was put on the alter?  On

Earth, God had nothing more tangible to give than a sign through his son.

What parent could give up anything more valuable than their own offspring?

What demonstration do you require of the Father to understand his

stewardship commitment to all his children?

‘So, since we have come to be considered righteous by God because of our
trust, let us continue to have shalom with God through our Lord, Yeshua the
Messiah.’  (Romans 5:1, JNT; shalom: peace)

‘Here is how it works: it was through one individual that sin entered the
world, and through sin, death; and in this way death passed through to the
whole human race, inasmuch as everyone sinned.  Sin was indeed present in
the world before Torah was given, but sin is not counted as such when there
is no Torah.  Nevertheless death ruled from Adam to Moshe, even over those
whose sinning was not exactly like Adam’s violation of a direct command.  In
this, Adam prefigured the one who was to come.’  (Romans 5:12-14, JNT;
Moshe: Moses)

‘Yeshua said, “I AM the Way—and the Truth and the Life; no one comes to
the Father except through me.’  (Yochanan 14:6, JNT)



The Creator’s Window                DRAFT 2    nd    Edition            © 2000 - T. Peterson    - Part 4 - page - 49

www.WindowView.org

The problems of the world are violations of the Creator’s love.  Again, the

Law is a standard which demonstrates and defines humanity’s sins.  Sin is

reality engaged through personal choice.  Accepting Messiah starts a walk

apart from sin.  This is not to say sin never happens again, but the progressive

walk widens the path such that missteps are less likely.

Failing Love

‘Therefore do not let sin rule in your mortal bodies, so that it makes you obey
its desires; and do not offer any part of yourselves to sin as an instrument for
wickedness.  On the contrary, offer yourselves to God as people alive from
the dead, and your various parts to God as instruments of righteousness.  For
sin will not have authority over you; because you are not under legalism but
under grace.’  (Romans 6:12-14, JNT)

The immorality of this day, of the days of future tribulation, even until

Messiah’s return, all this fails God’s love.  Viewed correctly, sin is a temporary

hurdle.  Sin is surmountable, but only by grace—which in reality is one

receiving God’s undeserved favor.36  And this—by stewardship that is further

summed into two commandments—exceeds all failures directing us to goals

further along a universal timeline.

Book of Life

Do you sense someone is looking back through the window?  Is there a

record of who is naughty and who is nice?  If you turn to the page just before

Part Four, you encounter a prayer from the Jewish Siddur (prayer book), The

Gates of Prayer, which refers to the book of life.  Those whom God recognizes

as his people are recorded in this volume.  Why this book?

                                    
36  Justice is getting what you deserve.  Mercy is not getting what you deserve.  Grace is

getting what you don’t deserve.  These three sentences take on added meaning if you start

reading all three with God’s ...
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‘For we must all appear before the Messiah’s court of judgment, where
everyone will receive the good or bad consequences of what he did while he
was in the body.’  (2 Corinthians 5:10; JNT)

The book of life symbolizes a literal cutting edge that determines judgment at

the end of the age.  If you are not in the book, you are ‘nonexistent’ in God’s

eye.  I envision a long line of souls waiting to see if their name appears in the

book—some wait calmly, while others sweat hours on end.

‘For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but rather
so that through him, the world might be saved.  Those who trust in him are
not judged; those who do not trust have been judged already, in that they
have not trusted in the one who is God's only and unique Son.’
(Yochanan 3:17,18, JNT)

The requirement to get in the book is quite clear.

‘Moreover, I tell you, whoever acknowledges me in the presence of others,
the Son of Man will also acknowledge in the presence of God’s angels.’
(Luke 12:8, JNT)

The book’s names read like credits or acknowledgments at the end of a film

or author’s manuscript.  If you found Messiah, you found salvation in his

name—for Yeshua and Jesus both mean salvation—and he acknowledges you

before the heavens.  It’s truly an honorable mention!  And if not salvation...

‘The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his
kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil.  They will throw
them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.’  (Matthew 13:41-42, NIV)

A Question of Signs

In Matthew 24:32, Jesus states one can see change, like that in the new

growth of a fig tree, from which anyone can say a new season is upon us.

Changes that bring the end of this age will be as obvious as the appearance of

new growth on a tree.  Thus, there are signs to see, if one is aware these
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indicators become self evident.  By the same token, the signs may be ordinary

enough that many will miss their significance.  I am not advocating an

examination between the lines, for in fact the Messiah’s parable indicates there

is nothing hidden about the nature of signs to come.

‘...his response was, “When it is evening, you say, ‘Fair weather ahead,’
because the sky is red; and in the morning you say, ‘Storm today!’ because
the sky is red and overcast.  You know how to read the appearance of the
sky, but you can’t read the signs of the times!’  (Mattityahu 16:2,3, JNT)

The present generation certainly has many signs resulting from global change.

And these are discussed further, in a biblical light, in the next chapter.  In spite

of the various predictions, enough uncertainty confuses scientific forecasts and

no one accurately reads these signs.  If they were clearly read, ‘WE’ wouldn’t

need to conduct additional research.

Birth Pains for a New Age

Concerning future signs, the Good Steward offers a warning:

‘You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not
alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.  Nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and
earthquakes in various places.  All these are the beginning of birth pains.’
(Matthew 24:6-8, NIV)

Birth pains begin slowly and then come more rapidly in a series where each

successive event is more painful than its predecessor.  The end comes with an

eruptive movement and a birth of something new.  This age is thus analogous

to a pregnancy, a period of hidden developments, that precedes a new era.

Biblical commentaries often cite the fact that earthquakes are on the rise and

these are helpful indicators of the approaching end of the age.37  Scientifically,

                                    
37  Ibid., A. Fruchtenbaum., page 64;  H. Lindsey, page 93.
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these interpretations need a minor adjustment.  The real birth pains come as

suffering, and as sufferings increase, so ends the age.

Earthquakes

Earthquakes, over eons of time, are a constant feature of Earth’s natural

history.  Global topography changes because the earth quakes.  The creation of

individual continents from one massive parent plate (called Pangaea;

pronounced ‘pan g eye a’) results from plate tectonics and continental drift.38

When the continents move, the plates they rest on create friction or energy

which, when released suddenly, produces a quake.  

In relative terms, earthquakes need not be more numerous nor stronger, but

rather they affect greater and greater numbers of people.  The US Geological

Survey, based on records going back to 2100 BCE, indicates no one has an

accurate account to showing increasing earthquake activity.  Only within

recent decades has anyone had the sophisticated technology sufficient to

monitor global quake activity.  But as the population grows, the quake wake-up

calls reach more individuals.  The deaths, damage, and economic penalty are

an insult to material-centered lives.  That billions of dollars were required to

clean and repair structures in Los Angeles (1994) and Kobe (1995) is testimony

to the material impact a large earthquake can have.  

Human perception is the relevant concept here and this is the expressed

intention in the Scriptures.  Human population increase makes loss of life and

monetary damage the alarming facts catching our attention.  The idea is to

                                    
38   See:  N. R. Damian, T. R. Worsley, and J. B. Moody, “The Supercontinent Cycle” Scientific

American (July 1988), page 72;  Ian W. D. Dalziel,  “Earth before Pangea”  Scientific

American (January 1995) pages 58-63.
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connect natural events, and their increasing impact, with a biblical warning for

the Tribulation ahead.

Viewing Other Environmental Signs

What are the unreadable signs of the approaching end time?  Surprisingly,

many examples of signs—hereafter identified as environmental types—exist

today.  There is more to this than famine, wars, and quakes!  The birth pains

surface throughout society, nature, and global change providing a significant

venue for identifying signs.  You may already know the examples before they

are illustrated here, but their application might surprise you.  My approach

differs from that of Hal Lindsey or Arnold Fruchtenbaum who offer biblical

commentaries.  The window perspective adds a scientific spin to their main

line.  So, we next examine environmental types on the way to a greater goal,

to fit these signs in line with the Creator’s universal timeline plan

(Chapter XXIII).


